
 
 
 

 

Saint Mary’s Calendar 
 

Sunday, May 17th 
Sunday of the Blind Man 

· Confessions  8:30 to 8:50 AM 
· Matins & Divine Liturgy  8:50 AM 

· Sunday School Classes and ‘End of the 
Year Party’ following Communion. 

· 40 Day Memorial Service in memory 
of Fr. Dimitri Baroudi. 

· Parish Council Meeting 12:00 PM 
 

Wednesday, May 20 
Feast of the Ascension of our Lord 

· Confessions  6:30 to 7:00 PM 
· Vesperal Divine Liturgy 7:00 PM 

 

 
 
 
 

Sunday, May 24th 
Sunday of the Holy Fathers 

· Confessions  8:30 to 8:50 AM 
· Matins & Divine Liturgy  8:50 AM 

 

Wednesday, May 27 
· Confessions  6:30 to 7:00 PM 

· Vespers 7:00 PM 
· Spiritual Discussion 7:30 to 8:15 PM 
· Online Arabic Bible Study 7:30 PM 

 

Saturday, May 30th  
Soul Saturday 

· Divine Liturgy and Trisagion Prayers 
for the Departed 9:00 AM 

Street and Mailing Address: 
Saint Mary Orthodox Church 

1317 Florida Mango Road 
West Palm Beach, FL 33406 

 

Telephone: 
(561) 965-5007 (Church Office) 

(561) 632 7066 (Fr. Peter’s Cellular) 
(561) 721-5696) (Hall Rental) 

 

Email: 
(Please direct all email to) 
frpshport@gmail.com 

 

Website: 
stmaryschurchwpb.org 

 

Office Hours: 
Tuesday—Friday 

10:30 AM—2:30 PM 
(by Appointment) 

The Lord 
said… “My 
sheep hear 
my voice, 
and I know 

them, and they follow 
me; and I give them eter-
nal life.”                                    
  John 10:27-28           

No Great Vespers Service on                       
Saturday, May 23rd. 

The Weekly Bulletin 
Sunday, May 17, 2026   

The 6th Sunday of Pascha and the 
Sunday of the Blind Man 

 

Christ is Risen! Indeed He is Risen! 
 

Sunday of the Blind Man 
   

The paschal theme of light is the focal point for 
this Sunday of the Blind Man.  The story of the 
Blind Man, in the Gospel of John 9:1-38, dra-
matically shows the victory of light over dark-
ness.  Jesus Christ, the Light, gives physical light 
in the eyes of the blind man.  Christ also imparts 
spiritual light to the soul of the healed man who 
becomes a true son of light. The Church Fathers 
from ancient times, saw the symbolic richness 
of this gospel lesson.  In fact, St. Irenaeus inter-
preted Jesus’s act of making clay as a symbol of 
the creation of humanity, now being recreated 
by the same eternal Word of God, as in Genesis.  
 

The gospel for today also points us in the direc-
tion as to the three main kinds of sight. The first 
is physical sight which enables us to see light, 
faces, colors and things. The second is mental or 
intellectual sight, which opens to us the tremen-
dous world of science, medicine, electronics, 
and computers. The third and most important is 
spiritual sight, which is the intuitive vision of 
the inner person by which we come to have per-
sonal knowledge of God.  

Saint Mary Orthodox Church of West Palm Beach 
A Parish of the Antiochian Orthodox Archdiocese and the   

Diocese of Miami and the Southeast 
 

The Very Reverend Father Peter Shportun, Pastor 

 

Did You Know… 
Saint John Chrysos-
tom and Saint Basil 
the Great argue that 
the blind man was 
born without eyes and 
that Jesus, acting as 
Creator, created eyes 
for him from the clay, 
filling empty eye sock-
ets. The tradition of 
the Church oǎen re-
fers to the blind man 
as Saint Celidonius.  



We are glad you have chosen to pray with us at Saint Mary Orthodox Church. 
Today, the Divine Liturgy of Saint John Chrysostom is celebrated.  The service 
text begins on page 91 in the Red Service Book in the pews.  
 

Please know that Holy Communion is offered to Orthodox Christians aǍer pre-
paring themselves through prayer, fasting and recent confession. All visitors are 
welcome to receive the blessed bread at the end of the Divine Liturgy, and join 
us for fellowship during Coffee Hour. 

Orthros (Matins) Service and Divine Liturgy Variables (in English and Arabic text) 
for this Sunday may be accessed through your cellular telephone or tablets at              
antiochian.org/liturgicday/4556. 
 

THE EPISTLE 
Thou, O Lord, shalt keep us and preserve us. 

Save me, O Lord, for the godly man is no more. 
The Reading from the Acts of the Apostles. (16:16-34) 

In those days, while we the apostles were going to the place of pray-
er, we were met by a slave girl who had a spirit of divination, who brought 
her masters much gain by soothsaying. She followed Paul and us, and cried 
out saying: “These men are servants of the Most High God, who proclaim 
to us the way of salvation.” And she did this for many days. But Paul was 
annoyed, and turned and said to the spirit: “I charge you in the Name of 
Jesus Christ to come out of her.” And it came out that very hour. But when 
her masters saw that the hope of their gain was gone, they seized Paul and 
Silas and dragged them into the marketplace before the rulers; and when 
they had brought them to the magistrates, they said: “These men are dis-
turbing our city, and they, being Jews, are setting forth customs which are 
not lawful for us to receive or observe, since we are Romans.” The multi-
tude then rose up together against them, and the magistrates tore their gar-
ments off them, and commanded to beat them with rods. And when they 
had inflicted many stripes upon them, they cast them into prison, charging 
the jailer to keep them safely. Having received such a charge, he cast them 
into the inner prison, and fastened their feet in the stocks. But about mid-
night Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the pris-
oners were listening to them, and suddenly there was a great earthquake, so 
that the foundations of the prison were shaken; and immediately all the 
doors were opened and every one’s fetters were unfastened.  And the jailer, 
being roused out of sleep and seeing the prison doors open, drew his sword 
and was about to kill himself, supposing that the prisoners had escaped. But  

Making It Easier To Give 
By using this QR Code, it is easier to make a donation or ful-
fill you annual pledge through Zelle to Saint Mary’s. You 
may also access it through your online bank to:     
                    stmarywpbfinance@gmail.com 

 

Should you have any questions, or need further information 
about giving opportunities at Saint Mary’s, please speak to  
our Parish Council Treasurer Sam Pasley. 

 



Coffee Hour Hosts Needed for the Spring and Summer 
Coffee Hour brings us together for fellowship, a cup of coffee and a small 
bite to eat. If you are looking for an opportunity to foster fellowship among 
our parishioners and guests by hosting Coffee Hour, please speak with Jane 
Pasley.   
Today’s Coffee Hour is hosted by Noha Haydar, Fady Haydar and family in 
memory of Fr. Dimitri Baroudi. 
 

 

Sunday School Year End Party will take place today, 
following the Divine Liturgy. Food and drinks will be pro-
vided.           

Our 2026 Graduates are Dr. Sofia Hage, John Hage and 
Alondra Sara. May God bless all their future endeavors. 
 

Parish Council Meeting will be held today at 12:00 PM, in the Confer-
ence Room. 
 

Online Arabic Bible Study is held on Wednesday’s beginning at 7:30 
PM. “The Patriarchs of the Old Testament” will be the topic for this Spring/
Summer study. To participate, please speak with Safwat Fehmy. 
 

Wednesday Night Spiritual Discussions will be held on May 27 & June 
3rd. Fr. Peter will lead the Wednesday Night Spiritual Discussion from 7:30 
to 8:15PM. The focus will be “The Orthodox Christian Teaching on Con-
temporary Moral and Ethical Issues.” 
 

The Feast of the Ascension of our Lord 
will be celebrated with a  
Vesperal Divine Liturgy 

on Wednesday, May 20th at 7:00 PM 
 

Soul Saturday - May 30th 
Divine Liturgy with Memorial (Trisagion) Prayers 

for the Departed at 9:00 AM 
 

To have the names of your loved ones who have fallen asleep in the Lord 
remembered in prayer on Soul Saturday, please add their names to the 
Prayer List for the Departed in the Church Narthex. 

 
 

Paul cried out with a loud voice saying: “Do not harm yourself, for 
we are all here.” And he called for lights and rushed in, and fell down be-
fore Paul and Silas trembling with fear, and brought them out and said: 
“Masters, what must I do to be saved?” And they said: “Believe in the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and you will be saved, you and your household.” And they 
spoke the word of the Lord to him, and to all who were in his house. And 
he took them the same hour of the night, and washed their stripes, and was 
baptized, he and his entire household. Then he brought them up into his 
house, and set food before them, and rejoiced greatly, with his entire 
house, in that he had believed in God. 

 
THE GOSPEL 

The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. John. (9:1-38) 
At that time, when Jesus was passing, he saw a man blind from his 

birth. And His disciples asked Him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his 
parents, that he was born blind?” Jesus answered, “It was not that this man 
sinned, or his parents, but that the works of God might be made manifest 
in him. I must work the works of Him who sent Me, while it is day; night 
comes, when no one can work. As long as I am in the world, I am the light 
of the world.” As he said this, he spat on the ground and made clay of the 
spittle and anointed the man’s eyes with the clay, saying to him, “Go, wash 
in the pool of Siloam,” which means “Sent.” So he went and washed and 
came back seeing. The neighbors and those who had seen him before as a 
beggar, said, “Is not this the man who used to sit and beg?” Some said, “It is 
he;” others said, “No, but he is like him.” He said, “I am the man.” They said 
to him, “Then how were your eyes opened?” He answered, “The man called 
Jesus made clay and anointed my eyes and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and 
wash’; so I went and washed and received my sight.” They said to him, 
“Where is he?” He said, “I do not know.” They brought to the Pharisees the 
man who had formerly been blind. Now it was a Sabbath day when Jesus 
made the clay and opened his eyes. The Pharisees again asked him how he 
had received his sight. And he said to them, “He put clay on my eyes, and I 
washed, and I see.”  Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, 
for He does not keep the Sabbath.” But others said, “How can a man who is 
a sinner do such signs?” There was a division among them. So they again 
said to the blind man, “What do you say about Him, since He has opened 
your eyes?” He said, “He is a prophet.” The Jews did not believe that he had 
been blind and had received his sight, until they called the parents of the 
man who had received his sight, and asked them, “Is this your son, who you  



say was born blind? How then does he now see?” His parents answered, “We 
know that this is our son, and that he was born blind; but how he now sees 
we do not know, nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of 
age, he will speak for himself.” His parents said this because they feared the 
Jews, for the Jews had already agreed that if anyone should confess him to 
be Christ, he was to be put out of the synagogue.  Therefore, his parents 
said, “He is of age, ask him.” So for the second time they called the man 
who had been blind, and said to him, “Give God the praise; we know that 
this man is a sinner.” He answered, “Whether he is a sinner, I do not know; 
one thing I know, that though I was blind, now I see.” They said to him, 
“What did He do to you?  How did He open your eyes?” He answered them, 
“I have told you already, and you would not listen. Why do you want to 
hear it again? Do you too want to become His disciples?” And they reviled 
him, saying, “You are His disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. We know 
that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where 
He comes from.” The man answered, “Why, this is a marvel! You do not 
know where He comes from, and yet He opened my eyes. We know that 
God does not listen to sinners, but if anyone is a worshiper of God and does 
His will, God listens to him. Never since the world began has it been heard 
that anyone opened the eyes of a man born blind. If this man were not 
from God, He could do nothing.” They answered him, “You were born in 
utter sin, and would you teach us?” And they cast him out. Jesus heard that 
they had cast him out, and having found him He said, “Do you believe in 
the Son of God?” He answered, “And who is He, Sir, that I may believe in 
Him?” Jesus said to him, “You have seen Him, and it is He who speaks to 
you.” He said, “Lord, I believe.” And he worshiped Him. 
 
· Aǐer receiving Communion, please quietly read the ‘Prayers of Thanksgiving 

aǍer Communion’ on pages 128-131 in the Red Service Book. 
 

· Please allow the Sunday School children and teachers to receive Communion 
first so they may be able to proceed to their classes. 

 

40 Day Trisagion (Memorial) Service will be offered today by Noha Hay-
dar (sister), Fady Haydar (nephew) and families, for the repose of her brother Fr. 
Dimitri Baroudi, who fell asleep in the Lord in Australia. +Memory Eternal - Christ 
is Risen! 
 

Teacher Appreciation Sunday is today. We will honor our Sunday 
School Teachers at the conclusion of the Divine Liturgy. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
For the Living 

“Is any sick among you? Let him call 
for the elders of the church; and let 
them pray over him, anointing him 
with oil in the name of the Lord.”   
James 5: 14 
 

For the Good Health of the Servants of 
God:  Matushka Annette Zaparyniuk,  
Leon & Judy Chalhub, Johnny & 
Joyce Chalhub, Sabah Shalhoub, 
Cheryl Lewis, Eric Waser, Elena, 
Dawn  McClure, Donna Nassor. 
 

For those serving in our armed forc-
es here and abroad:  Christopher 
Smith, Jonathan Shportun, Alexios 
Gavrilos, Dylan Himber. 
 

For peace in the Middle East and 
throughout the world. 
 

For the Departed 
“With the spirits of the righteous made 
perfect, give rest O Lord to the souls of 
Thy servants…”     
 

Ralph Haselmann (12/22/25). 
 
* Names for the ‘good health’ will be 
kept on the Prayer List for 40 days un-
less otherwise requested. Please speak 
with Fr. Peter. 
 

* If you wish to have names remem-
bered in prayer (living or departed) 
during the services, please speak to Fr. 
Peter. 

Holy Bread Offerings for 
Today’s Divine Liturgy  

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

In memory of Fr. Dimitri Baroudi. 
By his sister Noha Haydar and 
nephew Fady Haydar and families. 
 

For the health and well-being of 
Valerica, Daniela, Andrei, Rachel, 
Fr. Gherman, Petru, Sarah, Xenia, 
Lucia, Basil, Maria, Ioana,  Joa-
chim. 
 

For the health of the Sara Family; 
In honor of Alondra Sara on her 
graduation from high school; In 
memory of Roula, Fehmi,  Olga, 
Samaan and Renee. By Alan & Car-
ol Sara. 
 

In memory of Antoinette & Chebel 
Shamoun. By Jackline Shamoun 
Mamari. 
 

For the good health and success of 
our graduates: Dr. Sofia Hage, John 
Hage and Alondra Sara. 
 
 
 

If You Would Like To Offer 
 

· Holy Bread 
· Weekly Altar Vigil Candle 

· Altar Wine  
 

Please speak with Fr. Peter or Sam 
Pasley. 


