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T he Holy Great Martyr James the Persian was born in the fourth century into a 
pious Christian family, both wealthy and illustrious. His wife was also a Chris-

tian, and the couple raised their children in piety, inspiring in them a love for prayer 
and the Holy Scriptures. James occupied a high position at the court of the Persian 
emperor Izdegerd (399-420) and his successor Barakhranes (420-438). But on one of 
the military campaigns James, seduced by the emperor’s beneficence, was afraid to 
acknowledge himself a Christian, and so he offered sacrifice to idols with the emper-
or.  
 

Learning of this, James’ mother and wife wrote him a letter, in which they rebuked 
him and urged him to repent. Receiving the letter, James realized the gravity of his 
sin.  
 

This message struck James. He came back to his senses and said to himself: "Here is 
my wife who had given herself to me by the most sacred oaths, here is my mother 
who is abandoning me: what will God do to me, to whom I had also given my faith 
and whom I have shamefully abandoned? On the last day, how can I bear the sight 
of this supreme judge, this inexorable avenger? And even here on earth, can't his 
justice reach me and strike me? Full of these thoughts, he returned to his tent, 
found a Bible, and opened it. As he read, little by little light dawned on his soul, di-
vine grace touched his heart, and he was suddenly changed into another man. His 
numb soul, as if summoned from the grave by a powerful voice, awoke: remorse 
stirred him and tore him apart.  
 

His fellow-soldiers, hearing him pray to the Lord Jesus Christ, reported this to the 
emperor. Under interrogation, Saint James bravely confessed his faith in the one 
True God. No amount of urging by the emperor could make him renounce Christ. 
The emperor then ordered the saint to be put to death.  
 

They began to cut off his fingers and his toes one by one, then his hands and his 
feet, and then his arms and legs. During the prolonged torture Saint James offered 
prayers of thanksgiving to the Lord, Who had granted him the possibility of re-
demption from his sins by enduring these terrible torments. Finally, the martyr was 
beheaded. Christians gathered up the pieces of his body and buried them with great 
reverence.  
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Welcome! 
Whether you are a parishioner or a visitor, we are glad you have chosen to pray 
with us at Saint Mary’s. As a friendly reminder, please observe the following upon 
entering the church for prayer. 
 

· If you arrive after the services begin, try to enter the Church quietly and ob-
serve what is happening. Try not to interrupt the service by your entrance.  

· Please silence your cellular telephones. 
· Please place your offerings in the basket on the table in the Church Narthex 

(Entrance), or the Offering Tray when passed. 
· You are invited join us in the Banquet Hall for coffee and refreshments follow-

ing the Sunday Divine Liturgy.  

**SPECIAL NOTE ON THE NATIVITY FAST** 
On November 15, with God’s help, the Church entered into the forty-day Nativity 
Fast in preparation for the Feast of the Nativity of Christ on December 25. The Na-
tivity Fast is divided into two periods.  The first period is November 15 through De-
cember 19 when the traditional fasting discipline (no meat, poultry, eggs, dairy, fish, 
wine and oil) is observed with allowance for wine and oil on Tuesdays and Thurs-
days, and for fish, wine and oil on Saturdays and Sundays. The second period is De-
cember 20 through 24 when the traditional fasting discipline (no meat, poultry, 
eggs, dairy, fish, wine and oil) is observed. 

The Very. Rev. Abbot Tryphon is Igumen of All-Merciful Saviour Monastery 
on Vashon Island, Washington.  This and other articles may be found on his 
website abbottryphon.com 

Salvation      by Abbot Tryphon 
 

Salvation can not be explained in legalistic terms of acquittal and justification, for sal-
vation is much more than simply being forgiven and getting into heaven. The close 
tie between faith and works, when it comes to the Orthodox view of salvation, is not 
about being “saved” by our works, for this is impossible. Works do not save us, but 
when placed in the context of a relationship, works do indeed have an eternal com-
ponent.  
 

Our “works” do not supplant the place of grace and faith with God, but are part of 
the whole experience in our relationship with God. Saint John Chrysostom (349-
407), one of the greatest of the Church Fathers, and perhaps the greatest preacher 
in the history of the Church, wrote, “For Scripture says that faith has saved us. Put 
better: Since God willed it, faith has saved us. Now in what case, tell me, does faith 
save without itself doing anything at all? Faith’s workings themselves are a gift of 
God, lest anyone should boast. What then is Paul saying? Not that God has forbid-
den works but that he has forbidden us to be justified by works. No one, Paul says, 
is justified by works, precisely in order that the grace and benevolence of God may 
become apparent.”  
 

The one who wastes this life, and does nothing to enhance his relationship with oth-
ers through his good works, will have sacrificed a loving relationship with God, Who 
has called us into communion with Him. This person will experience the fire on 
judgement day as painful, for he who has not done good works in this life, will have 
done nothing to promote a sound relationship with the God Who has called us into 
a life of transformation. It is God’s intent that this life brings us into holiness, pre-
paring us for an eternity in the presence of God’s holiness. If we have not been 
made holy, eternity in the presence of God, will be as a burning fire.  
 

Our works do not earn us salvation, but neither are works unimportant. According 
to the Fathers, works make our communion with God fuller, and more complete. 
Our good works help us gain God’s “likeness” in this life, and bring us into a joyful 
communion with Christ. The more we become like Christ, the more joy we will ex-
perience. Pain and suffering are the end result of our being less of God’s likeness.  



 
 
 

 

Schedule of Church Services 
 

Sunday, November 27th 
Matins at 8:50 AM; Divine Liturgy at 10:00 AM 

 

Wednesday, November 30th 
Akathist Hymn (Service) for the Nativity at 6:30 PM 

 

Sunday, December 4th 
Matins at 8:50 AM; Divine Liturgy at 10:00 AM 
Fr. Peter’s Children Sermon before Communion 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wednesday, December 7th 
Akathist Hymn (Service) for the Nativity at 6:30 PM 

 
 

Fr. Peter is available for Confession: 
· By appointment;  

· Prior to Sunday Matins (8:30 to 8:50 AM);  
· Prior to Wednesday Vespers and Feast Day Services (6:00 to 6:30PM). 

 

Upcoming Choir Rehearsal 
Sunday November 27th, at 9:15 AM. Additional rehearsals will be held in December. 
 
 

 

Celebration of the Feast of Saint Nicholas 
Monday, December 5th 

At Saint Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church 
(2525 S 25th St, Fort Pierce, FL 34981) 

Great Vespers and Artoklasia at 6:00 PM 

Divine Liturgy Variables for the  
24th Sunday after Pentecost 

+ The Great Martyr James the Persian 
 

 

· During the Little Entrance, chant the Resurrectional Apolytikion. The Eisodikon 
(Entrance Hymn) is “O come, let us worship… save us, O Son of God, Who art risen 
from the dead…” After the Little Entrance, chant these hymns in the following order: 

 

Resurrectional Apolytikion in Tone 7 
Thou didst shatter death by Thy Cross, Thou didst open paradise to the thief; Thou 
didst turn the sadness of the ointment-bearing women into joy. And didst bid Thine 
Apostles proclaim a warning, that Thou hast risen O Christ, granting to the world 
the Great Mercy. 
 

Apolytikion for the Great-Martyr James the Persian in Tone 4 
Thy Martyr, O Lord, in his courageous contest for Thee * received as the prize the 
crowns of incorruption and life from Thee, our immortal God. * For, since he pos-
sessed Thy strength, he cast down the tyrants * and wholly destroyed the demons’ 
strengthless presumption. * O Christ God, by his prayers, save our souls, since 
Thou art merciful. 
 

Apolytikion of the Church (Dormition) in Tone 1 
In thy birth-giving, O Theotokos, thou didst keep and preserve virginity; and in thy 
falling-asleep thou hast not forsaken the world; for thou wast translated into life, 
being the Mother of Life. Wherefore, by thine intercessions, deliver our souls from 
death. 
 

Kontakion for the Preparation of the Nativity of Christ in Tone 3 
On this day the Virgin cometh to the cave to give birth to * God the Word ineffa-
bly, * Who was before all the ages. * Dance for joy, O earth, on hearing * the glad-
some tidings; * with the Angels and the shepherds now glorify Him * Who is willing 
to be gazed on * as a young Child Who * before the ages is God. 

The Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom is celebrated on this day. The service text may be 
found beginning on page 91 in the Red Service Book in the pews.  



The Epistle    
 

Prokeimenon Verse: The Lord will give strength to His people. Ascribe to the Lord, 
O sons of God, ascribe to the Lord honor and glory. 
 

The Reading from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Ephesians. (2:14-22) 
Brethren, Christ is our peace, Who has made us both one, and has broken 

down the dividing wall of hostility, by abolishing in His flesh the law of command-
ments and ordinances, that He might create in Himself one new man in place of the 
two, so making peace, and might reconcile us both to God in one body through 
the Cross, thereby bringing the hostility to an end.  And He came and preached 
peace to you, who were far off, and peace to those who were near; for through 
Him we both have access in one Spirit to the Father.  So then you are no longer 
strangers and sojourners, but you are fellow citizens with the saints and members of 
the household of God, built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, 
Christ Jesus Himself being the cornerstone, in Whom the whole structure is joined 
together and grows into a holy temple in the Lord; in Whom you also are built into 
it for a dwelling place of God in the Spirit. 
 
 
 

سالة  ال
ة) ع الع اِِع والِع   (لألَحِ ال

هِ  عِْ َ َّةً ِل ي ُق ُْع  .الَّبُّ 
اءَ هللا ا َأْب ا للَّبِّ  ُم ِّ  .َق

ُ ِل إلى أَف س َ الَّ ُل ِ ب ْ ِرساَلِة الِقّ ٌل ِم ْ  )22-14:2( .َف
، أ  اِجَ اِج ال ِ َ ال ِه حاِئ ِ َ َ في َج ًا، َوَنَق ِ واِح َح ُهَ َسالُمَا، ُهَ َجَعَل اإلْثَْ َ ا إْخَُة، إنَّ ال

 َّ اِئِه ال ِإْج ًا  ی ًا َج انًا واِح ِه إن ِ ِ في َنْف َ اإلْثَْ ُل ْ ِه، ِلَ ِ اِئ ا في ف صا َس الَ ََل نام اَوة. وَأْ اِلَح الالَع م. وُ
الِم، الَع َ ْ ِال ُك َ َّ اَء وَ ِه. َف ِ اَوَة في َنْف ، َِقِْلِه الَع ِ ل ٍ واِحٍ َمَع ِهللا في ال َ ا في َج َ ِكَلِْه .  ی ْ َوالَق ُ ِمْ

ِ الِقِّ ا اَء َْعُ وُنَالَء، َبْل ُم ْ ُغَ ُ ْ . َفَل َل إلى اآلِب في روٍح واِحٍ صُّ َا الََ َِلْ ِ هللا. َوقْ َ ألنَّ ِِه َلَا   وأَْهِل َبْ
اُن ُ  ُ الُْ َّ ُه ال ِِه ُیْ ُ ُح َنْف َ ُع ال اِوَِة ُهَ  ُ ال َ اِء، وَح ُْ على َأساِس الُُسِل، واَألْن ًَال لُّ ُبِ ُ َهْ ُه، َفَْ

وح. ِ في ال ًا  َ ْ َن َمعًا َم ْ َ ًا ُتْ ْ أْ ُ ِه أْن ، وف سًا في الَّبِّ    ُمَقَّ

Keep Ukraine Warm! 
 

Ukrainian Food, Arts and Concert 
 

Sunday, December 4th, 11:30 AM 

Saint Mary’s Banquet Hall 

All proceeds will go towards providing warm 

clothes to Ukrainian Children. 

 
Ukrainian Food 

Þ Pierogis 

Þ Blintzes 

Þ Pastries 

 

Arts and Crafts 

Þ Paintings 

Þ Embroidered Shirts 

Þ Décor 
 

Ukrainian Concert, Dance Performances and Music 

Donations for Poinsettia Plants & Wreaths 
Donations are now being accepted for Poinsettia 
Plants that will decorate our church for the Nativ-
ity Season.  
*12 - 10” Poinsettia Plants are needed:  $20.00 ea. 
*12 - 6”  Poinsettia Plants are needed:  $10.00 ea. 
*Christmas Wreaths for the front doors of the  

         church are needed:  $80.00 
 

Please see Sam Pasley or Fr. Peter to donate. 

Volunteers are need to assist in putting up the Christmas Trees in the 
church on Sunday, December 4th, immediately following the Divine 
Liturgy. Please see Khouryia Myriam if you wish to volunteer. 



Repair and Improvement Campaign Update 
 

 $25,000    $50,000        $75,000             $100,000 
                                                                                                           

                         As of November 13th, 2022:   
$51,154 

Amount 
Received 

 
Online Donations 
The church offers Zelle as an online means of fulfilling your ‘Annual Pledge’ as well 
as make a donation to the ‘Repair and Improvement Campaign.’ 
 

To use Zelle, please access it through your online bank to: 
stmarywpbfinance@gmail.com. 

 

In addition, you may use the online services of Paypal, and the Envelopes on the ta-
ble in the Church Narthex in fulfilling your pledge, or to make an offering. 
 

For questions and information, please speak with our Parish Council Treasurer Sam 
Pasley. 
 

Church Directory Information 
We are updating our Church Directory to better minister to our Saint Mary’s Com-
munity. If you have not done so already, please take a minute or two to complete a 
Church Directory Information Form. Forms are on the table in the Church Narthex. 
The forms may be returned to Jane Pasley, Shannon Pasley or Fr. Peter. 
 

Our Church Website 
Have you viewed our new Church Website? Go to stmaryschurchwpb.org and let us 
know what you think. 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY! 
 

In order to reach our goal of $100,000, your donations are still needed, no matter 
the amount. For more information on how you may donate to our campaign, please 
speak with Mark Samra or Sam Pasley. 

After receiving Communion, please read the ‘Prayers of Thanksgiving After Holy 
Communion’ on pages 128-131 in the Red Service Book in the pews. 

The Gospel 
 

The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Luke. (18:18-27) 
At that time, a man came testing Jesus and asking, “Good Teacher, what shall 

I do to inherit eternal life?”  And Jesus said to him, “Why do you call Me good?  
No one is good but God alone.  You know the commandments: ‘Do not commit 
adultery. Do not kill. Do not steal. Do not bear false witness. Honor your father and 
mother.’”  And the man said, “All these I have observed from my youth.”  And 
when Jesus heard it, he said to him, “One thing you still lack.  Sell all that you have 
and distribute to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow 
Me.”  But when the man heard this he became sad, for he was very rich.  Jesus, see-
ing him sad, said, “How hard it is for those who have riches to enter the kingdom of 
God!  For it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich 
man to enter the kingdom of God.”  Those who heard it said, “Then who can be 
saved?”  Jesus said, “What is impossible with men is possible with God.” 

 
 

ل  اإلن
قا) َ م ل اِل ع  (لألَحِ ال

ـ ( اِه ِ ال ْل ِ وال ِليِّ الَ قا اإلْن ِ ل اَرِة الِقّ ِ ْ ٌ ِم ٌل َش  )27-18:18ف
ُل ِألَِرَث ال َ اِلُح، ماذا أَْع َّ ُ ال َُعلِّ ًا لُه وقائِالً: "أیُّها ال ِّ َ اٌن ُم َع إْن َ الَّماِن، َدنا إلى َ َّة؟" َفقاَل َلُه َفي ذل اَة اَألَبِ

ًا؟ وما صاِلٌح إالَّ واِحٌ َوُهَ هللاُ  ني صاِل ع اذا َتْ َهْ  .ُع: "ِل ْ ِق. ال َت ْ ِن. ال َتْقُل. ال َت ْ ا: الَت صا َ َتْعُِف الَ إنَّ
 َ اَك وُأمَّ ِْم َأ وِر. َأْك ائي.الُ ُ ِص ُُه ُمْ ْ ْ َحِف ا َق . ." َفقاَل: "ُكلُّ َه ُزَك َْعُ ٌة َتْعَ ، قاَل َلُه: "واِحَ َ ُع ذل َع  ِ ا َس ّ " َفَل

ي اِء، وَتعاَل اْتَْع َّ ٌْ في ال َ  َ َن َل ، َفَ ِ اك َ َ َوَوزِّْعُه على ال لَّ َشْيٍء َل اَن .ِْع ُ ، َحَِن ألنَُّه  َ َع َذِل ِ ا َس َّ " َفَل
اً  َت هللاِ  .َغًِّا ِج ا َمَل ُخُل ْ اِل َأْن َی َ على َذو اَألْم َ ْ َحَِن، قاَل: "ما أَْع ُع َق َّا رآُه َ ُخَل  .َفَل ْ إنَُّه َألَْسَهُل أْن َی

َت هللا ُخَل َغِيٌّ َمَل ْ ْ َأْن َی ِ اإلْبَِة ِم ُل في َثْق َ َ ؟" فقاَل: "ما ال .ال َ ُل ْ ُع إَذْن أْن َ َ ْ َ ْ َ َن: "ف اِمع َّ " َفقاَل ال
َ هللا." اٌع ِعْ َ ْ اِس، ُم َ ال اُع ِعْ َ ْ ُ 

 
 

· The Divine Liturgy of Saint John Chrysostom continues as usual.  



Liturgical Offerings 
 

Weekly Altar Candle offered for the week of November 27th 
à In glory of the Most-Holy Trinity: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
 

· If you wish to offer Holy Bread for a Divine Liturgy, or a Weekly Altar Candle 
for the health of or memory of a love one, please speak with Fr. Peter. 

 

Please Remember In Your Prayers  
 

For the Living 
“Is any sick among you? Let him call for the elders of the church; and let them pray over 
him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord.”   James 5: 14 
 

For the Good Health of the Servants of God:   Archpriest Michael & Matushka An-
nette Zaparyniuk, Michael, Sub-Deacon William Hall, Jodet Rae, Leon & Judy 
Chalhub,  Johnny & Joyce Chalhub, Jenna Welch, Shane Brown, Raouf Saballeil, Jen-
nifer Joseph Zicky, Marie-Therese Habib, Sabah, Magda Danese, Louset Aramouni. 
 

For the Shut-ins of our Church Community:  Gloria Yedlinsky, Lidia Pawlcuk, Angie 
Smith, Zakia Salloum. 
 

Metropolitan Boulos & Archbishop Youhanna, for their release from captivity and 
safe return. 
 

For all persecuted Christians and all people suffering from violence, war, captivity, 
hunger, and homelessness throughout this world. 
 

For those serving in our armed forces here and abroad:  Christopher Smith, Jona-
than Shportun, Alexios Gavrilos. 
 
For the Departed 
“With the spirits of the righteous made perfect, give rest O Lord to the souls of Thy serv-
ants…” 
Economos Antony Gabriel (newly departed 11/2/22), George Freije (newly departed 
10/26/22), Ernest Shwayri (9/29/22), Basil Dalack (9/1/22), Sarah Nabhan (9/5/22), 
Thomas Eissey (5/4/22), Margo Fankhauser (5/3/22), Archpriest Nicholas Neyman 
(12/12/21). 
 
 

· If you would like to have names offered in prayer during the Sunday Divine Lit-
urgy, or Feast day Divine Liturgy, please text or email their names to Fr. Peter in 
advance of the service. 

 

Seven Day Prayer Candles Offered    
 

By Leon & Judy Chalhub in thanksgiving for God’s blessings on family and Saint 
Mary’s family. 
 

· When offering a Seven Day Prayer Candle, please list only the names that you 
are praying for, and are asking the church community to pray for. Please do not 
include greetings, birthday and anniversary wishes, etc. 

 

Sunday School and Teen Classes 
Classes are held each Sunday morning following Communion, and last approximately 
30 minutes.  

 

Weekly Bible Study  
Our next Bible Study will be Tuesday, November 29th from 6:45 PM to 7:45 PM, in 
the Conference Room. We are blessed to have Jim Gavrilos to once again lead our 
weekly study. 

The topic:   ‘The Acts of the Apostles’ 
 

Everyone is welcome to attend. The only requirement is that you bring your Bible, 
and a desire to learn about the Word of God.  
 

The Fall Bible Study will conclude on Tuesday, December 6th, and will resume in Jan-
uary. 
 

 

Once again, our Saint Mary’s Ladies Society has partnered with 
South Olive Elementary School for the annual Angel Tree donation 
drive to provide gifts to children in need this coming Christmas. 
This program began on Sunday, November 20th and will conclude 
on Sunday, December 18th. The Angel Tree, adorned with angels 
with gift requests, is placed in the Church Narthex. For more infor-

mation, please speak with Kelly Pasley. 
 
 
 

 
Akathist Hymn for the Nativity 

Beginning November 30th until the Feast of the Nativity, join with us 
in prayer each Wednesday evening at 6:30 PM, as we pray the Service 
of the Akathist Hymn in preparation for the Feast of the Nativity of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. 


