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Saint Mary Orthodox Church  
of West Palm Beach 

A Parish of the Diocese of Miami and the Southeast of the  
Antiochian Orthodox Archdiocese of North America 

 

The Very Reverend Father Peter Shportun, Priest /Pastor 
 

Church Address:  1317 Florida Mango Road, West Palm Beach, Florida 33406 
(561) 965-5007 (Church Office)     (561) 632-7066 (Fr. Peter’s Cellular) 

Email:  stmaryschurch@bellsouth.net    Website: stmaryschurchwpb.org 
 

Church Office Hours: Tuesday - Friday 10:30 AM to 2:30 PM, by appointment 
Banquet Hall Rentals: Maribel Perez - (561) 721-5696 

Welcome! 
Whether you are a parishioner or a visitor, we are glad you have chosen to 
pray with us at Saint Mary’s. As a friendly reminder, please observe the follow-
ing upon entering the church for prayer. 
 

· If you arrive after the services begin, try to enter the Church quietly and ob-
serve what is happening. Try not to interrupt the service by your entrance.  

· Please silence your cellular telephones. 
· Please place your offerings in the basket on the table in the Church Narthex 

(Entrance), or the Offering Tray when passed. 
· You are invited join us in the Banquet Hall for coffee and refreshments fol-

lowing the Sunday Divine Liturgy.  

 
"Let them give thanks to the Lord for his 
unfailing love and his wonderful deeds for 
mankind, for he satises the thirsty and 
lls the hungry with good things."      
             Psalms 107: 8—9 

 
 
 
 

LITURGICAL SERVICES FOR THE MONTHS OF  
NOVEMBER AND DECEMBER 

 
SUNDAY, November 19th 

Confessions from 8:30 to 8:50 AM 
Matins at 8:50 AM 

Divine Liturgy at 10:00 AM 
 

MONDAY, November 20th 
Celebration of the Feast of the Entrance of the Theotokos 

into the Temple 
Confessions from 6:00 to 6:30 PM 
Vesperal Divine Liturgy at 6:30 PM 

 

WEDNESDAY, November 22nd 
Confessions from 6:00 to 6:30 PM 

Great Vespers Service for Thanksgiving at 6:30 PM 
 

FRIDAY, November 24th 
Great Vespers for the Feast of Great Martyr Catherine at 6:30 PM 

at Saint Catherine Greek Orthodox Church (110 Southern Blvd., WPB) 
 

SUNDAY, November 26th 
Confessions from 8:30 to 8:50 AM 

Matins at 8:50 AM 
Divine Liturgy at 10:00 AM 

 

WEDNESDAY, November 29th 
Confessions from 6:00 to 6:30 PM 

Great Vespers for the Feast of Saint Andrew the ’First Called’  at 6:30 PM 
 

SUNDAY, December 3rd 
Confessions from 8:30 to 8:50 AM 

Matins at 8:50 AM 
Divine Liturgy at 10:00 AM 

*Fr. Peter’s monthly Children’s Sermon prior to Communion. 



Schedule of Services for the Feast of the Nativity 
 

Friday, December 22nd 
Great and Royal Hours for the Nativity at 9:00 AM 

 

Sunday, December 24th 
(Morning) 

Matins at 8:50 AM; Divine Liturgy at 10:00 AM 
 

(Christmas Eve) 
Festal Matins at 6:45PM; Divine Liturgy at 8:00 PM 

 
No Church Services on Christmas Day 

Twenty-fourth Sunday after Pentecost and  
Ninth Sunday of Luke 
+The Holy Prophet Obadiah;  
+Martyr Barlaam of Antioch; 

+Martyr Azi the wonderworker of Isauria in Asia Minor,  
and 150 soldiers with him 

 
 
 

 
The Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom is celebrated on this day. The service 
text may be found beginning on page 91 in the Red Service Book in the pews.  
 
· Sung during and immediately following the Entrance of the Gospels 
 

Resurrectional Apolytikon in Tone 7 
Thou didst shatter death by Thy Cross, Thou didst open paradise to the thief; 
Thou didst turn the sadness of the ointment-bearing women into joy. And didst 
bid Thine Apostles proclaim a warning, that Thou hast risen O Christ, granting 
to the world the Great Mercy. 
 

Apolytikion of the Church (Dormition) in Tone 1 
In thy birth-giving, O Theotokos, thou didst keep and preserve virginity; and in 
thy falling-asleep thou hast not forsaken the world; for thou wast translated into 
life, being the Mother of Life. Wherefore, by thine intercessions, deliver our 
souls from death. 
 

Kontakion for the Entrance of the Theotokos in Tone 4 
The sacred treasury of God’s holy glory, the greatly precious bridal chamber 
and Virgin, the Savior’s most pure temple, free of stain and undeled, into the 
House of the Lord on this day is brought forward and bringeth with herself the 
grace of the Most Divine Spirit; her do God’s Angels hymn with songs of praise, 
for she is truly the heavenly tabernacle. 

Divine Liturgy Variables for November 19th 



THE EPISTLE AND GOSPEL READINGS 

The Epistle   (For the Twenty-Fourth Sunday after Pentecost) 
The Lord will give strength to His people. 
Ascribe to the Lord, O sons of God, ascribe to the Lord honor and glory. 
The Reading from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Ephesians. (2:14-22) 

Brethren, Christ is our peace, Who has made us both one, and has bro-
ken down the dividing wall of hostility, by abolishing in His esh the law of 
commandments and ordinances, that He might create in Himself one new man 
in place of the two, so making peace, and might reconcile us both to God in 
one body through the Cross, thereby bringing the hostility to an end. And He 
came and preached peace to you, who were far off, and peace to those who 
were near; for through Him we both have access in one Spirit to the Father. So 
then you are no longer strangers and sojourners, but you are fellow citizens 
with the saints and members of the household of God, built upon the founda-
tion of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus Himself being the cornerstone, 
in Whom the whole structure is joined together and grows into a holy temple 
in the Lord; in Whom you also are built into it for a dwelling place of God in the 
Spirit. 

 
 

سالة  ال
ة) عَ العَ اِعِ والعِ    (للأحَِ ال

هِ  عِْ َ َّةً لِ ي قُ عُْ  .الَّبُّ 

اءَ الله ا أَبْ ا للَّبِّ  مُ ِّ  .قَ

ُ لِ إلى أفَ س َ الَّ لُ ِ ب ْ رِسالَةِ القِّ لٌ مِ ْ  )22-14:2( .فَ
، أ  اجَِ اجِ ال ِ َ ال هِ حائِ ِ َ َ في جَ اً، وَنَقَ ِ واحِ حَ هَُ سَلامَُا، هَُ جَعَلَ الإثَْْ َ َلَ  .اوَةالعَ ا إخَْةُ، إنَّ ال وأَْ

لام َّ ائِهِ ال إِجْ اً  ی اً جَ اناً واحِ هِ إن ِ ِ في نَفْ َ الإثَْْ لُ ْ هِ، لَِ ِ ائِ ا في ف صا سَ الَ ٍ  .نام َ ا في جَ ِلَْهِ الِحَ   وُ

Saint Barbara Celebration 
The Feast of Saint Barbara, or Eid il-
Burbara or (Arabic: البربارةÊعید),  is celebrated on De-
cember 4th. The Great Martyr Barbara suffered per-
secution in the early 4th Century. While eeing from 
her persecutors, Saint Barbara would disguise herself 
as many different characters to elude her captors. 
She ran through freshly planted wheat elds, which 
grew instantly to cover her path. This miracle is cele-
brated symbolically by planting wheat seeds in cot-
ton wool on her feast day. The seeds germinate and 
grow up to around six inches in time for Christmas, 
when the shoots are used to decorate the Nativity 
scene usually placed below the Christmas Tree.  

 

On Sunday, December 3rd, Saint Mary’s will celebrate the Feast of Saint Barba-
ra in the hall following the Divine Liturgy.  
 

à Children and Adults may wear costumes (please use good taste: nothing 
scary, ghoulish, be original — homemade costumes are the best). 

 

à Traditional foods will be available; ‘Burbara,’ a bowl of boiled wheat 
grains, pomegranate seeds, raisins, anise, and sugar;  ‘Awamat,’ sweet fried 
dough. 

 

à Treats for the children. 
 

à An early visit from Santa. 
 

Pass the word and join us for this traditional celebration of the life of the Great 
Martyr Barbara. 

Feast of the Entrance of the  
Theotokos into the Temple 

 

Vesperal Divine Liturgy on  
Monday, November 20th at 6:30 PM 

 

à Fr. Peter will be available for Confessions from 
6:00 to 6:30 PM. 

 



Tuesday Bible Study 
There will be NO Bible Study this Tuesday, November 21st. The Fall Weekly 
Bible Study Classes will conclude on Tuesday, November 28th, from 7:00 to 
8:00 PM, in the Conference Room. Led by Jim Gavrilos, the Fall Bible Study is 
the Gospel of Mark. All are welcome to participate. Please bring your bibles. 
 

Weekly Spiritual Discussion 
Thank you to everyone who have participated in the Spiritual Discussions led 
by Fr. Peter on Wednesday’s following the Vespers Service. The participation 
in the discussion grow in number each week. The topics covered the past sev-
eral weeks have been: Realizing Christ within us; Making Room for God 
through Prayer; Achieving Holiness; Give us this Day our Daily Bread; The Un-
derstanding of Sin; Where Does Sin Come From?; and Recovery from Sin. This 
coming week’s topic is ‘Overcoming Habitual Sins.” 
 

Online Donations 
Thank you for your continued donations to your Saint Mary’s Church. In addi-
tion to giving by Sunday Offering Envelopes or by mail, the church offers Zelle 
as an online means of fullling your ‘Annual Pledge.’ To use Zelle, please ac-
cess it through your online bank to: stmarywpbnance@gmail.com. 

 

In addition to making donations toward your annual pledge to the church, you 
may also donate towards our ongoing church facilities renovations, 
‘Thanksgiving Food Baskets’ and various ministries. 
 

Paypal continues as an option for those who wish to donate online. 
 

For questions and information, please speak with our Parish Council Treasurer 
Sam Pasley. 
 

Ladies Christmas Dinner 
The Ladies Society Christmas Dinner will be at Grande Bella Cucina (4580 
Donald Ross Rd, Palm Beach Gardens., on Friday, December 15th, at 6:30 PM. 
The dinner will include a choice of: Fish of the Day, Shrimp Scampi, Chicken 
Marsala, Eggplant Parmesan, Lasagna (Bolognese or Veggie); Salad; Dessert; 
a  glass of Wine or Soda. The cost is $33.00 (includes taxes and gratuity). The 
reserve a spot, please see Carol Sara. 
 
 

لَ إلى الآبِ في روحٍ واحٍِ  صُّ .الََ ِ الله  َ وأهَْلِ بَْ ِ القِِّ ا اءَ َعُْ ونَُلاءَ، بَلْ مُ ْ غَُ ُ ْ فَلَ . ُْ على   وَقْ بُِ
 َْ لُّهُ، فَ ُ انُ  ُ الُْ َّ هُ ال ِهِ یُْ ُ حُ نَفْ َ عُ ال اوَِةِ هَُ  ُ ال َ اءِ، وحَ ساً في  ُأَساسِ الُسُلِ، والأَنْ َلاً مُقََّ هَْ

وح. ِ في ال اً  َ ْ نَ مَعاً مَ ْ َ اً تُْ ْ أْ ُ هِ أنْ ، وف  الَّبِّ
 

The Gospel   (For the Ninth Sunday of Luke) 
The Reading is from the Holy Gospel according to St. Luke. (12:16-21) 

The Lord spoke this parable: “The land of a rich man brought forth plen-
tifully; and he thought to himself, ‘What shall I do, for I have nowhere to store 
my crops?’ And he said, ‘I will do this: I will pull down my barns, and build larg-
er ones; and there I will store all my grain and my goods. And I will say to my 
soul, Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many years; take your ease, eat, 
drink, be merry.’ But God said to him, ‘Fool! This night your soul is required of 
you; and the things you have prepared, whose will they be?’ So is he who lays 
up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward God.” As He said this, Jesus 
called out, “He who has ears to hear, let him hear.” 

 
 

ل  قا)الإن اسِعِ م ل (للأحَِ ال  
ـ ( اهِ ِ ال لْ ِ وال لِيِّ الَ قا الإنْ ِ ل ارَةِ القِّ ِ ْ ٌ مِ لٌ شَ  )21-16:12ف

ْ أَرْضُهُ  َ َ انٌ غَِيٌّ أَخْ َل: إنْ َ ا ال هِ  .قالَ الَّبُّ هَ نُ ف ضِعٌ أَخُْ َ لي مَْ هِ قائِلاً "ماذا أَصَْع؟ فإنَّهُ لَْ ِ َ في نَفْ َّ فَفَ
ار  اتـي.أَثْ تـي وخَْ ـلَّ غَلاَّ ُ ـاكَ  ـعُ هُ َ ي أَكَْـَ مِْهـا، وأَجْ ائـي وأَبْـ مُ أهَْ ا: أهَْـِ َّ قـالَ، "أَصْـَعُ هَـ ـا  ." ثُ ي،  لُ لَِفـ وأقـ

ي وافَْحـي لـي واشْــَ ي وَُ َةً فَاسْـَ ــ َ اتٍ  ِ خَْـ ُ إنَّ لَــ َ .نَفْـ ُ ُ نَفْــ لَــ ْ لَـةِ تُ هِ الل ِ ـا جَاهِــلُ! فـي هَــ " فَقــالَ لـهُ اللهُ: "
ا ـا قـالَ هـ َّ ِ. ولَ ـا يِ  َغْ ْ هِ ولا َـ ِ خُِ لَِفْـ ْ یَـَّ ا مَـ َـ ن؟" فَهَ ـ ْ تَ ـ َ دْتَها لِ ي أعَْـَ هِ الـ . فَهَـِ َ ْ لَـهُ أُذُنــانِ نـا مِْـ : مَـ دَ

َع. ْ عِ، فَلَْ ْ َ  لِلْ
 
 
The Divine Liturgy of Saint John Chrysostom continues as usual. 

After receiving Communion, please read the ‘Prayers of Thanks-
giving After Holy Communion’ on pages 128-131 in the Red Ser-
vice Book in the pews. 



This Sunday   (November 19th) 
 

Weekly Altar Candle  
à In glory of the Most Holy Trinity: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
 

If you would like to offer a Weekly Altar Candle, or Holy Bread for a Divine Litur-
gy, please speak with Fr. Peter. 
 

Sunday School Classes 
Sunday School Classes are held each Sunday morning. Classes will begin fol-
lowing Communion, and will last approximately 30 minutes. This year we will 
have three classes: Ages 4-6; 7-10; Pre Teen and Teen Class. 
 

Please Note: There will be no Sunday School Classes on Sunday, November 
26th. 
 

Christmas/Nativity Play Practice 
The rst practice for this years Christmas Nativity Play will be today following 
Sunday School Classes. This, and all practices will be held in the church. This 
year’s pageant will be held on Sunday, December 17th. 
 
 

Our church community continues to receive donations for 
our annual Thanksgiving Basket Drive. Please consider 
bringing the following non-perishable food items: Canned 
Corn, Green Beans, Yams and Soups; Boxes of Stuffing 
Mix, Macaroni and Cheese, Instant Potatoes; Jars or Pack-
ets of Gravy. Please bring the items to the donation box in 
the Church Narthex. The drive will continue through No-
vember 19th. Our hope is to be able to feed 30 families 
this Thanksgiving. 

 

On Sunday, November 19th, the baskets will be assembled during coffee hour. 
Everyone is welcome to help in this project. 
 
 
 

The Nativity Fast 
From November 15th until December 24th, the Orthodox Church observes 
the Nativity Fast in preparation for the Feast of the Nativity of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. During this period, we are called to do our best to fast, increase our 
daily prayers, and remember those in need in our almsgiving. 

Please Remember in Your Prayers 
 

For the Living 
“Is any sick among you? Let him call for the elders of the church; and let them pray over 
him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord.”   James 5: 14 
 

For the Good Health of the Servants of God:   Archpriest Michael & Matushka 
Annette Zaparyniuk, Michael, Archpriest Maximos Saikaley, Priest Andrew 
Short, Sub-Deacon William Hall, Jodet Rae, Leon & Judy Chalhub,  Johnny & 
Joyce Chalhub, Raouf Saballeil, Sabah, Craig Miller, Emma, Mark Georges, 
Lauren Moreland, George, Lama Chalhoub, George. 
 

For the Shut-ins of our Church Community:  Gloria Yedlinsky, Lidia Pawlcuk, Za-
kia Salloum. 
 

For peace in the Middle East and the Ukraine. 
 

For all Christians and people suffering from violence, war, persecution, captiv-
ity, hunger, and homelessness throughout this world. 
 

For those serving in our armed forces here and abroad:  Christopher Smith, 
Jonathan Shportun, Alexios Gavrilos. 
 

For the Departed 
“With the spirits of the righteous made perfect, give rest O Lord to the souls of Thy 
servants…” 
Gail Camileri (6/26/23), Angie Smith (6/23/23), Archdeacon Joseph Harb 
(3/8/23). 
 

Seven Day Prayer Candles 
 

à Offered in memory of George Samra and Roy Samra. 
 

**When offering a Seven Day Prayer Candle, please list only the names that you are 
praying for, and are asking the church community to pray for. Please do not include 
greetings, birthday and anniversary wishes, etc. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 


