
 
 
 

Saint Mary’s Calendar 
 

Sunday, May 31st 
Holy Pentecost 

· Confessions  8:30 to 8:50 AM 
· Matins & Divine Liturgy  8:50 AM,    

followed by the Kneeling Prayers             
of  Pentecost. 

 

** No Fasting this week in celebration  
of the Feast of Pentecost. ** 

 

Wednesday, June 3rd 
· Confessions  6:30 to 7:00 PM 

· Vespers 7:00 PM 
· Spiritual Discussion 7:30 to 8:15 PM 
· Online Arabic Bible Study 7:30 PM 

 

Saturday, June 6th 
· Confessions 6:00 to 6:30 PM 

· Great Vespers 6:30 PM 
 

Sunday, June 7th 
All Saints Sunday 

· Confessions  8:30 to 8:50 AM 
Matins & Divine Liturgy  8:50 AM   

 

** The Apostles Fast begins Monday, 
June 8th and continues through  

Sunday June 28th. ** 
 

Wednesday, June 10th - 
Saturday, June 13th 

DOMSE Parish Life Conference 
in Springdale, Arkansas 

 

Street and Mailing Address: 
Saint Mary Orthodox Church 

1317 Florida Mango Road 
West Palm Beach, FL 33406 

 

Telephone: 
(561) 965-5007 (Church Office) 

(561) 632 7066 (Fr. Peter’s Cellular) 
(561) 721-5696) (Hall Rental) 

 

Email: 
(Please direct all email to) 
frpshport@gmail.com 

 

Website: 
stmaryschurchwpb.org 

 

Office Hours: 
Tuesday—Friday 

10:30 AM—2:30 PM 
(by Appointment) 

“For since we 
believe that 
Jesus died 
and rose 
again, even 

so, through Jesus, God will 
bring with him those who 
have fallen asleep.” 
                1 Thessalonians 4:14 
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Kneeling Prayers on Pentecost 
 

A special part of the Divine Liturgy on the day 
of Pentecost is that immediately aǎer the Litur-
gy, three special prayers of St. Basil the Great 
are read while kneeling.  
 

We are invited to kneel. This is our first kneel-
ing since Easter. It signifies that aǎer these fiǎy 
days of Paschal joy and fulness, of experiencing 
the Kingdom of God, the Church now is about 
to begin her pilgrimage through time and histo-
ry. It is evening again, and the night approaches, 
during which temptations and failures await us, 
when, more than anything else, we need Divine 
help, that presence and power of the Holy Spir-
it, who has already revealed to us the joyful End, 
who now will help us in our effort towards ful-
fillment and salvation.  
 

The joy of Easter has been completed and we 
again have to wait for the dawn of the Eternal 
Day. Yet, knowing our weakness, humbling our-
selves by kneeling, we also know the joy and the 
power of the Holy Spirit who has come. We 
know that God is with us, that in Him is our vic-
tory.  

 

Saint Mary Orthodox Church of West Palm Beach 
A Parish of the Antiochian Orthodox Archdiocese and the   

Diocese of Miami and the Southeast 
 

The Very Reverend Father Peter Shportun, Pastor 

Did You Know… 
 

Orthodox Christians 
do not kneel or pros-
trate on Sundays (with 
the exception of Holy 
Pentecost) because 
Sunday is the day of 
Christ's Resurrection.  
 

In Orthodox theology, 
kneeling is a posture 
of repentance and 
mourning for sin. Be-
cause Sunday is a 
weekly celebration of 
Christ's victory over 
death, the faithful 
stand to joyfully re-
flect their restored, 
resurrected status.  
 

+ 



We are glad you have chosen to pray with us at Saint Mary Orthodox Church. 
Today, the Divine Liturgy of Saint John Chrysostom is celebrated.  The service 
text begins on page 91 in the Red Service Book in the pews.  
 

Please know that Holy Communion is offered to Orthodox Christians aǍer pre-
paring themselves through prayer, fasting and recent confession. All visitors are 
welcome to receive the  Antidoron (blessed bread) at the end of the Divine Litur-
gy, and join us for fellowship during Coffee Hour. 

Orthros (Matins) Service and Divine Liturgy Variables (in English and Arabic text) 
for this Sunday may be accessed through your cellular telephone or tablets at              
antiochian.org/liturgicday/4570. 
 

THE EPISTLE 
 

Their voice has gone out into all the earth. The heavens declare the glory of God. 
 

The Reading from the Acts of the Apostles. (2:1-11) 
When the day of Pentecost had come, the Disciples were all together 

in one place. And suddenly a sound came from heaven like the rush of a 
mighty wind, and it filled all the house where they were sitting. And there 
appeared to them tongues as of fire, distributed and resting on each one of 
them. And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in 
other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance. Now there were dwelling 
in Jerusalem Jews, devout men from every nation under heaven. And at 
this sound the multitude came together, and they were bewildered, because 
each one heard them speaking in his own language. And they were amazed 
and wondered, saying, “Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? And 
how is it that we hear, each of us in his own native language? Parthians and 
Medes and Elamites and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, 
Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya be-
longing to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, Cre-
tans and Arabians, we hear them telling in our own tongues the mighty 
works of God.” 
 

THE GOSPEL 
 

The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. John. (7:37-52; 8:12) 
On the last day of the feast, the great day, Jesus stood up and pro-

claimed, “If anyone thirsts, let him come to Me and drink. He who believes 
in Me, as the Scripture has said, ‘Out of his belly shall flow rivers of living 
water.’” Now this He said about the Spirit, which those who believed in  

Feast of Pentecost  
 

On the 50th Day aǎer Pascha, the Holy Church celebrates the Feast of the 
Descent of the Holy Spirit (Holy Pentecost). When the Day of Pentecost had 
come, the disciples were all together in one place. And suddenly a sound 
came from heaven like the rush of a mighty wind, and it filled all the house 
where they were sitting. And there appeared to them tongues as of fire, dis-
tributed and resting on each one of them. And they were all filled with the 
Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues, as the Spirit gave them ut-
terance (Acts 2:1-4).  
 

In His farewell discourses to His disciples, the Lord told them, I will pray 
the Father, and He will give you another Comforter, to be with you for ev-
er, even the Spirit of Truth, Whom the world cannot receive, because it nei-
ther sees Him nor knows Him; you know Him, for He dwells with You, and 
will be in you.... The Comforter, the Holy Spirit, Whom the Father will send 
in My name, He will teach you all things... (John 14:16-17, 26). These words 
of the Lord were accomplished on the 50th Day aǎer the Passover (Pascha), 
for the Seal of the Holy Spirit was seen on the Apostles in the form of fiery 
tongues. 
 

The people who were present were greatly amazed at the sight, and espe-
cially that each one of them, no matter what nationality, heard the Apostles 
speaking to them in their own language.  
 

Then Peter got up and spoke to them: Men of Judea and all who dwell in 
Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and give ear to my words. For these 
men are not drunk, as you suppose, since it is only the third hour of the 
day; but this is what was spoken by the prophet Joel: “And in the last days it 
shall be, God declares, that I will pour out My Spirit upon all flesh, and your 
sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see vi-
sions, and your old men shall dream dreams; yea, and on My menservants 
and My maidservants in those days I will pour out My Spirit; and they shall 
prophesy. And I will show wonders in the heaven above and signs on the 
earth beneath, blood, and fire, and vapor of smoke; the sun shall be turned 
into darkness and the moon into blood, before the day of the Lord comes, 
the great and manifest day. And it shall be that whoever calls on the name 
of the Lord shall be saved” (Acts 2:14-21).  
 

So those who received his word were baptized, and there were added that 
day about three thousand souls (Acts 2:37-38, 41).  



Him were to receive; for as yet the Spirit had not been given, be-
cause Jesus was not yet glorified. When they heard these words, many of 
the people said, “This is really the prophet.” Others said, “This is the 
Christ.” But some said, “Is the Christ to come from Galilee?  Has not the 
Scripture said that the Christ is descended from David, and comes from 
Bethlehem, the village where David was?” So there was a division among 
the people over Him. Some of them wanted to arrest Him, but no one laid 
hands on Him. The officers then went back to the chief priests and Phari-
sees, who said to them, “Why did you not bring Him?” The officers an-
swered, “No man ever spoke like this man!” The Pharisees answered them, 
“Are you led astray, you also? Have any of the authorities or the Pharisees 
believed in Him? But this crowd, who do not know the Law, are accursed.” 
Nicodemus, who had gone to Him before, and who was one of them, said 
to them, “Does our Law judge a man without first giving him a hearing and 
learning what he does?” They replied, “Are you from Galilee too? Search 
and you will see that no prophet is to rise from Galilee.” Again Jesus spoke 
to them, saying, “I am the light of the world; he who follows Me will not 
walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.” 

 
· Today’s homily will be offered by Safwat Fahmy, who is a Masters of  Di-

vinity Student at the Antiochian House of Studies. 
 

· Aǐer receiving Communion, please quietly read the ‘Prayers of Thanksgiving 
aǍer Communion’ on pages 128-131 in the Red Service Book. 

 

· With Sunday School classes over for the 2025/26 school year, all children should 
remain in church with their parents aǐer receiving Communion, and receiving 
the blessing at the conclusion of the Divine Liturgy. 

 

· At the conclusion of the Divine Liturgy, The Kneeling Prayers of Holy Pen-
tecost  will be offered. Copies of the prayers will be distributed in order to 
prayerfully follow along. 

In the Orthodox Church, the Antidoron is the bread that is blessed but not 
consecrated. The name comes from the Greek words anti (instead of) and 
doron (giǎ), meaning it is given "instead of the giǎs" of the Eucharist. It is 
distributed at the end of the Divine Liturgy to all present, including those 
who did not receive Holy Communion. It is important that we do not allow 
crumbs fall unto the floor, but consume it with care. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For the Living 
“Is any sick among you? Let him call 
for the elders of the church; and let 
them pray over him, anointing him 
with oil in the name of the Lord.”   
James 5: 14 
 

For the Good Health of the Servants of 
God:  Matushka Annette Zaparyniuk,  
Khouria Christine Tassos; Sub-
Deacon Joseph Peck, Leon & Judy 
Chalhub, Johnny & Joyce Chalhub, 
Sabah Shalhoub, Cheryl Lewis, Eric 
Waser, Elena, Dawn  McClure, Don-
na Nassor. 
 

For those serving in our armed forc-
es here and abroad:  Christopher 
Smith, Jonathan Shportun, Alexios 
Gavrilos, Dylan Himber. 
 

For peace in the Middle East and 
throughout the world. 
 

For the Departed 
“With the spirits of the righteous made 
perfect, give rest O Lord to the souls of 
Thy servants…”     
 

Ralph Haselmann (12/22/25). 
 
 

* If you wish to have names remem-
bered in prayer (living or departed) 
during the services, please speak to Fr. 
Peter. 

Holy Bread Offerings for 
Today’s Divine Liturgy  

 

 
 
 
 

 

For the health and well-being of 
Valerica, Daniela, Andrei, Rachel, 
Fr. Gherman, Petru, Sarah, Xenia, 
Lucia, Basil, Maria, Ioana,  Joa-
chim. 
 

In memory of Roula and Fehmi on 
the commemoration of their birth-
day; Also remembered Olga, Sa-
maan and Renee. By Alan & Carol 
Sara. 
 

In memory of Antoinette & Chebel 
Shamoun. By Jackline Shamoun 
Mamari. 
 

For the good health on the occa-
sion of the birthday of Ava 
Birchenough and Sammy Pasley V. 
Offered by Jane Pasley. 
 

For the good health of Safwat, 
Niveen, Andrew, Maria Fahmy; In 
memory of Ayed and Ayman. 

 

Weekly Vigil Candle 
In memory of Helene, Valeriy, Ma-
ria. Offered by Marina Portiyako-
va. 

 
If You Would Like To Offer 

Holy Bread; A Weekly Altar Vigil 
Candle; Altar Wine, please speak 
with Fr. Peter or Sam Pasley. 

Coffee Hour Hosts Needed for the Spring and Summer 
Coffee Hour brings us together for fellowship, a cup of coffee and a small 
bite to eat. If you are looking for an opportunity to foster fellowship among 
our parishioners and guests by hosting Coffee Hour, please speak with Jane 
Pasley.   
Today’s Coffee Hour is hosted by Nabil & Rosine Aboukhald. 
 
 
 
 

The Children’s Word bulletin is printed each Sunday for our children. 
These bulletins are placed in the Church Narthex next to The Weekly Bul-
letin. Parents are encouraged pick up a copy. 
 

Online Arabic Bible Study is held on Wednesday’s beginning at 7:30 
PM. “The Patriarchs of the Old Testament” will be the topic for this Spring/
Summer study. To participate, please speak with Safwat Fehmy. 
 

Wednesday Night Spiritual Discussion will be held on June 3rd. Fr. Pe-
ter will lead the Wednesday Night Spiritual Discussion from 7:30 to 8:15PM. 
The focus will be “The Orthodox Christian Teaching on Contemporary 
Moral and Ethical Issues.” 
 

Vespers Services in June will not be held on Wednesday and Saturday 
evenings beginning June 10th. This is due to Fr. Peter attending the Parish 
Life Conference (June 10 - 13th), and away for vacation (June 16th - July 
4th). Sunday Matins and Divine Liturgy will continue as usual. 
 
 
 

Making It Easier To Give 
By using this QR Code, it is easier to make a donation or 
ful-fill you annual pledge through Zelle to Saint Mary’s. 
You may also access it through your online bank to:     
                    stmarywpbfinance@gmail.com 

 

Should you have any questions, or need further infor-
mation about giving opportunities at Saint Mary’s, please 
speak to  our Parish Council Treasurer Sam Pasley. 


