From the Front Cover
The church today celebrates the Holy Fathers of the Fourth Ecumenical Council,
held in 451 AD, in Chalcedon. It was by far the largest of the seven councils with
630 bishops in attendance. It approved the creed of Nicaea (325 AD), the creed of
Constantinople (381 AD); subsequently known as the Nicene Creed), two letters
of St. Cyril of Alexandria against Nestorius, which insisted on the unity of divine
and human persons in Christ, and the Tome of Pope Leo I confirming two distinct
natures in Christ and rejecting the Monophysite doctrine that Christ had only one
nature.
The teaching affirmed by the council, and held by the Church to this day is that Jesus Christ is fully God and fully man. He is not fifty percent God and fifty percent
man or some other strange hybrid. Attempting to fully understand Christ’s divine
and human natures is challenging. A challenge, however, is not a contradiction. Seeking to understand the relationship between Christ’s divine and human natures is part
of what is called the hypostatic union. There is not button or switch on the back of
Jesus that one could push or flip in order to put him into God-mode or Man-mode.
As one scholar put it, “In the incarnation of the Son of God, a human nature was
inseparably united forever with the divine nature in the one person of Jesus Christ,
yet with the two natures remaining distinct, whole, and unchanged, without mixture
or confusion so that the one person, Jesus Christ, is truly God and truly man.”
This may seem like some nitpicking is going on, but when it comes to Christology,
it is far too easy to deviate into error. If in fact the nature of Christ and what he
did for us is key to our salvation and redemption, we’d better make sure we are correct in what we believe about Jesus.
Besides reinforcing canons of earlier church councils as well as declarations of some
local synods, the council issued disciplinary decrees affecting monks and clergy and
declared Jerusalem and Constantinople patriarchates.
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Welcome!
Whether you are a parishioner or a visitor, we are glad you have chosen to pray
with us at Saint Mary’s. As a friendly reminder, please observe the following upon
entering the church for prayer.
·
·
·
·

If you arrive after the services begin, try to enter the Church quietly and observe what is happening. Try not to interrupt the service by your entrance.
Please silence your cellular telephones.
Please place your offerings in the basket on the table in the Church Narthex
(Entrance), or the Offering Tray when passed.
You are invited join us in the Banquet Hall for coffee and refreshments following the Sunday Divine Liturgy.

Schedule of Services for the Coming Week

Preparing for the Dormition
Beginning August 1st, the Church will enter into the Dormation Fast in preparation
for our Church Feast Day - The Dormition of the Theotokos on August 15th.
This year, His Grace, Bishop Nicholas will be present with us the weekend of August 13 - 14. Bishop Nicholas will meet with the Parish Council and Organizations of
the church, as well as bless the two new Sunday School Rooms.
In addition to the fast, the following liturgical services will be prayed beginning August 1st, to help us in our preparation for the feast of the Dormition.
à

Monday, August 1st, we will pray The Paraklesis Service and Lesser Blessing of
Water. The Paraklesis Service will also be prayed on Wednesday, August 3rd,
Monday, August 8th, Wednesday, August 10th and Friday August 12th. Each
service will begin at 6:30 PM.

à

Friday, August 5th, Vesperal Divine Liturgy and Blessing of the Grapes for the
Feast of the Transfiguration will be begin at 6:30 PM.

à

Sunday, August 14th, Hierarchical Divine Liturgy begins at 10:00 AM. In the
evening, Great Vespers for the Feast begins at 5:00 PM, presided over by Bishop Nicholas, together with the Orthodox Clergy of South Florida.

Sunday, July 17th

Our A-Men will host a Lenten Luncheon (approx. 11:30 AM) on Sunday, August
14th. The Ladies Society will host a Reception following Vespers on August 14th
(approx. 6:30 PM).

Tuesday, July 19th

Donations are being accepted to help defray the cost of the Luncheon and Reception, as well as the flowers in the church for the feast day. Please see Fr. Peter or
Sam Pasley to make a donation.

Confessions from 8:30 to 8:50 AM
Matins at 8:50 AM; Divine Liturgy at 10:00 AM
Vesperal Divine Liturgy for the Feast of the Holy Prophet Elias at 6:30 PM.

*** During the month of July, Wednesday Evening Vespers will not be held.

Love Your Enemies

Divine Liturgy Variables for the
V Commemoration of the Holy Fathers of the
Fourth Ecumenical Council in Chalcedon

by Abbot Tryphon

How Can We Possibly Love Everyone?
We are instructed by Christ to love our neighbors as ourselves, and even to love our enemies.
There are always individuals who come into our
lives that we find difficult to like, let alone love.
Given this, how do we follow the commandment
of Christ to love everyone?
As Christians we venerate icons of Christ, among
them those showing Christ suffering on the cross.
When the priest or deacon censes the church during the services he also censes the people, recognizing the image of God in everyone.
If we see everyone as Christ, those who are unlovable, unkind, hurtful, or even evil, can still be
loved if we look upon them as Christ crucified.
They, like ourselves, are created in the image and
likeness of God, yet their sin obscures the image. They, by their fallen nature and
unrepentant lives, are Christ crucified. They are loved by God and we are commanded to do the same.
But how? This is where grace comes in! Like Saint Paul, we can say that anything
good we do is Christ in us. Loving one’s enemies is perhaps one of the most difficult of Christ’s commandments to keep, but with Christ all things are possible.
As we struggle to love others we must do so with a prayerful heart, asking that the
Lord give us the grace needed to truly love others. It is the same grace from God
that is needed to forgive those who offend or hurt us. God forgives us, loves us, so
we can also forgive and love others. It is all about grace, for if we seek out the aid
of the Holy Spirit, all things good can be ours, including holiness.

The Very. Rev. Abbot Tryphon is Igumen of All-Merciful Saviour Monastery on
Vashon Island, Washington. This and other articles may be found on his website
abbottryphon.com

The Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom is celebrated on this day. The service text may be
found beginning on page 91 in the Red Service Book in the pews.
·

During the Little Entrance, the Resurrectional Apolytikion is sung. The Eisodikon
(Entrance Hymn) is “O come, let us worship… save us, O Son of God, Who art risen
from the dead…” After the Little Entrance, chant these hymns in the following order:

Resurrectional Apolytikion in Tone 4
Having learned the joyful message of the Resurrection from the angel the women
disciples of the Lord cast from them their parental condemnation. And proudly
broke the news to the Disciples, saying: Death hath been spoiled; Christ God is risen, granting the world Great Mercy.

Apolytikion of the Holy Fathers in Tone 8

Thou, O Christ, art our God of exceeding praise Who didst establish our Holy Fathers as luminous stars upon earth, and through them didst guide us unto the true
Faith, O most merciful One, glory to Thee.

Apolytikion of the Great Martyr Marina in Tone 4
O Lord Jesus, unto Thee Thy lamb doth cry with a great voice: * O my Bridegroom, Thee I love; and seeking Thee, I now contest, * and with Thy baptism am
crucified and buried. * I suffer for Thy sake, that I may reign with Thee; * for Thy
sake I die, that I may live in Thee: * accept me offered out of longing * to Thee as a
spotless sacrifice. * Lord, save our souls through her intercessions, since Thou art
great in mercy.

Apolytikion of the Church (Dormition) in Tone 1
In thy birth-giving, O Theotokos, thou didst keep and preserve virginity; and in thy
falling-asleep thou hast not forsaken the world; for thou wast translated into life,
being the Mother of Life. Wherefore, by thine intercessions, deliver our souls from
death.

Ordinary Kontakion for Sunday in Tone 2

2/2

O protection of Christians that cannot be put to shame, mediation unto the Creator
most constant, O despise not the suppliant voices of those who have sinned; but be
thou quick, O good one, to come unto our aid, who in faith cry unto thee: Hasten
to intercession, and speed thou to make supplication, thou who dost ever protect, O
Theotokos, them that honor thee.

The Epistle

Please contact either me or Father Peter to discuss this matter and what assistance you can
be to Saint Mary's.

“For if the willingness is there, the gift is acceptable according to what one has, not according to what one does not have.” 2 Corinthians 8: 22
In Christ,

(For the Holy Fathers)

Prokeimenon: Be glad in the Lord, and rejoice, O ye righteous. Blessed are those
whose iniquities are forgiven!
The Reading from the Epistle of St. Paul to St. Titus. (3:8-15)
Titus, my son, faithful is the saying, and concerning these things I desire you
to affirm confidently, that those who have believed in God may be thoughtful of
how to preside in honorable occupations. These things are good and profitable to
men. But avoid foolish disputes, and genealogies, and contentions, and controversies
about the Law; for they are unprofitable and vain. A man who is a heretic after the
first and second admonition reject, knowing that such a one is subverted, and sins,
being self-condemned. When I send Artemas to you, or Tychicós, give diligence to
come to me to Nicopolis; for I have determined to winter there. Set forward Zenas
the lawyer and Apollos on their journey diligently, that they may be lacking in nothing. And let our people also learn how to preside in honorable occupations, so as to
help in cases of urgent need, that they should not be unfruitful. All who are with me
salute you. Salute those who love us in the faith. Grace be with you all. Amen.
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Repair and Improvement Campaign Update
$25,000
Amount
Received

Online Donations

$50,000

$75,000

As of July 3, 2022:

$100,000

$38,030

The church offers Zelle as an online means of fulfilling your Annual Pledge as well as
make a donation to the ‘Repair and Improvement Campaign.’
To use Zelle, please access it through your online bank to:
stmarywpbfinance@gmail.com.
In addition, you may use the online services of Paypal, and the Envelopes on the table in the Church Narthex in fulfilling your pledge, or to make an offering.
For questions and information, please speak with our Parish Council Treasurer Sam
Pasley.

The Gospel

Saint Mary Orthodox Church
of West Palm Beach, Florida

May 31, 2022
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
While some may step away from the church during the summer months for various reasons, the church continues open its doors and offer ministry to the community. Your continued support to our beloved Saint Mary’s Church is greatly appreciated.
Operating the church does not come without any unexpected problems or expenses. Our
church community is currently facing a major expense that needs your help. This past week,
our air conditioning system in the hall ceased to work and is past the point of repair. The
lack of air conditioning in the hall puts the church in a difficult position of having to cancel
daily and weekly hall rentals, thus loosing rental income. In addition, our Sunday Coffee
Hours and fellowship activities are put on hold. The Parish Council is working diligently to
replace the air conditioning units as soon as we locate the equipment.

(For the Holy Fathers)
The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew. (5:14-19)
The Lord said to His Disciples: “You are the light of the world. A city set on
a hill cannot be hid. Nor do men light a lamp and put it under a bushel, but on a
stand, and it gives light to all in the house. Let your light so shine before men, that
they may see your good works and give glory to your Father Who is in heaven.
Think not that I have come to abolish the law and the prophets; I have come not to
abolish them, but to fulfill them. For truly, I say to you, until heaven and earth pass
away, not an iota, not a dot, will pass from the law until all is accomplished. Whoever then relaxes one of the least of these commandments, and teaches men so, shall
be called least in the kingdom of heaven; but he who does them and teaches them
shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven.”
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In addition, our parking lot has become an eyesore, fallen into disrepair and presents a hazard in some places. This too needs our immediate attention.

The current estimate to replace the air conditioning units and resurface the parking lot to is
close to $100,000, a substantial amount of funds that Saint Mary’s does not have. To meet
this expense your help is needed. We understand that the urgency of this request is never
at a good time - especially during the summer months.
We encourage you not to take away from your current contributions to Saint Mary's that
assist with our daily expenses. We ask that you contribute in any way you feel you are able.
Keeping our church from a serious financial deficit depends on each one of us and of our
ability and willingness to support these expenditures.

The Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom continues as usual.

After receiving Communion, please read the ‘Prayers of Thanksgiving After Holy
Communion’ on pages 128-131 in the Red Service Book in the pews.

Liturgical Offerings
·

Holy Altar Vigil Candle for the week of July 17th is offered in glory of the Most
-Holy Trinity: Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

If you wish to offer Holy Bread or an Altar Vigil Candle, please speak with Fr. Peter.

Please Remember In Your Prayers

Fr. Peter Attending the Clergy Symposium

For the Living
“Is any sick among you? Let him call for the elders of the church; and let them pray over
him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord.” James 5: 14

Fr. Peter will be at the Antiochian Village this coming week (July 18—22), attending
the Bi-annual Archdiocese Clergy Symposium. In the event of a pastoral emergency,
you may contact Fr. Peter (561) 632-7066, and he will arrange for pastoral assistance.

For the Good Health of the Servants of God: Archpriest Michael & Matushka An-

Church Parking Lots

nette Zaparyniuk, The Priest John, Michael, Sub-Deacon William Hall, George Frieji,
Jodet Rae, Judy Chalhub, Johnny & Joyce Chalhub, Nayla Tacla, Jenna Welch, Shane
Brown, Raouf Saballeil, Jennifer Joseph Zicky, Marie-Therese Habib.

Please update Fr. Peter on how the following are doing and whether they should
remain on our prayer list!
For the Shut-ins of our Church Community: Gloria Yedlinsky, Lidia Pawlcuk, Basil
·

Dalack, Angie Smith, Zakia Salloum.

Metropolitan Boulos & Archbishop Youhanna, for their release from captivity and
safe return.
For the end of hostilities and sufferings, and for peace in the Ukraine and throughout the world.

For those serving in our armed forces here and abroad: Christopher Smith, Jona-

The resurfacing of our Church Parking Lots has been completed. The scope of this
project included; The paving of the north and south parking lots, and in front of
the school; Lining of the parking spots; The transfer of all handicapped spaces to the
south parking lot and new handicapped parking signs; Placing of new curb stones in
front of each parking spot.
This has been accomplished thanks in part to your donations to the 'Repair and Improvement Campaign.' However, the church is still well short of our goal of collecting $100,000, to keep the church out of deficit. Please consider a donation to the
campaign.

New Church Website
Have you checked-out our new Church Website? Go to stmaryschurchwpb.org and
let us know what you think.

than Shportun.

Summertime Coffee Hour Hosts Needed!

For the Departed
“With the spirits of the righteous made perfect, give rest O Lord to the souls of Thy servants…”
Thomas Eissey (5/4/22), Margo Fankhauser (5/3/22), Fr. Nicholas Neyman
(12/12/21), Sonia AbuHadid (10/3/21).

Church Directory Information

Seven Day Prayer Candles

(For July 10th)
Leon and Judy Chalhub in loving memory of the newly departed Ramona Darmour
(7/4/2022 in Cleveland).
à

When offering a Seven Day Prayer Candle, please list only the names that you
are praying for, and are asking the church community to pray for. Please do not
include greetings, birthday and anniversary wishes, etc.

Following the Sunday Divine Liturgy, Coffee Hour is a time for fellowship and to
welcome visitors to our church community. Each Sunday, Coffee Hours hosts are
needed. To volunteer, Please sign-up at the entrance of the hall, or speak to Jane Pasley or Khouryia Myriam.
The Parish Council is in the process of updating our Church Directory to better
minister to our Saint Mary’s Community. If you have not done so already, please
take a minute or two to complete a Church Directory Information Form. Forms are
on the table in the Church Narthex.

Join Our Youth Ministry Team

A ‘Youth Ministry Team’ comprised of 3 to 4 volunteers is needed to assist the
priest in engaging our teens (13 to 19 years), pre-teens (11 & 12 years) and young
adults (19 to 25 years).
To join our Youth Ministry Team, please speak with Fr. Peter.

